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Cultivation of a garden is important.  

 If you do not tend to it, the harvest will be unsatisfactory with no yield.   
Spiritual growth takes time, discipline, energy and cultivation. 
One of the reason we have such great failure among Christians today  

is because we do not cultivate our spiritual walk.  
I want to help us see that the foundation and power of prayer is found in the character of God.   

We need to look at prayer first from the standpoint of who God is, 
 not from the standpoint of the issue. 

    I want to take prayer off the top shelf and look at the simplicity of prayer. 
    I want to look at some of the struggles we have with prayer. 
    I want to pray more as a church.    

Would it be great to see and experience that we are powered by prayer. 
 
PRAY  Lord teach us to pray…… in Jesus name. 
 
Praying in Jesus name 
What does it mean to pray in Jesus name? Let me give you 3 unbiblical practices of this phrase.  
         1 - Jesus will give me whatever I want.  Guy winning TV but not other stuff “in Jesus name” 

It is a way of controlling God to give us what we want.   
     Name it- Claim it - and command it “in Jesus name”.   
You can believe your way to health and wealth.   
God wants you to be rich. If you think positive thoughts or just have 
        “enough faith,” then you can have health, wealth, and happiness now. 
This leads to the dangers of the prosperity gospel.  The foolishness of 
“power of positive thinking” is what you think or believe will happen is ultimately 
what controls what will happen.   

 
Closely related is #2 

2 - Answered prayers are contingent on these words.   
      If you don’t say it won’t happen.  Bless this food in Jesus name, if not it will taste 
bad.       

Faith is put in these words to create our own reality of what we want. 
If you think negative thoughts or are lacking in faith, you will suffer or not get 
what you want.  The words “in Jesus name” become the object of faith instead of 
God being the object of our faith. 
 

3- Magical words. A magical incantation, the secret key to open God. 
The Amazing Mumford the Magician on Sesame Street  
to cast his magic trick the words are "A la peanut butter sandwiches”   

       
These in many ways are in contrast to the true Gospel message and the clear teaching of 
prayer found the Bible.  Just as in the story of trying to cast out a demon in Acts 19 
 
So what does it mean to pray in Jesus name? 
Passages    John 14-17    Here Jesus invites us to pray in His name.   
  14:13  I will do whatever you ask in My name 

14:14  ask Me for anything in My name, and I will do it 
  16:23  ask the Father for anything…He will give… in My name 
  16:26  ask and you will receive 



Chart  Take these on their own, no wonder we have so many problems like the 3 stated.      
     Context is everything         John 15:4-12    notice verse 7 
 
Meaning  
Given John and the full scope of scripture here is what it means to pray in the name of Jesus. 
 
First  
Prayers in God’s name in the whole of scripture  

are ones offered in full accord with all that His name stands for.    
 His Authority  Luke 10:17  even the demons submit to us in Your name. 
 His Power     Prayers in Acts are given to show His name has power. 
 His Ability    “Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray  

over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord”      James 5:14 

Prayer is to be given in reference to God’s name  
- all that He is and all that He has done, reflecting His character and nature. 

Some military chaplains are told they cannot pray in the name of Jesus.  
  I pray with His name out loud to proclaim His name and let others know this is to whom I pray. 
  
Secondly, pertaining to this section of Jesus teaching. 
The promise of answered prayer is contingent on obedience to His teaching and total 
dependence on Him.   “If My words remain in you”, my words of prayer will be consistent and 
parallel with the words of Jesus.  Words in my heart and mind are in conformity with Jesus. 
 
When we pray in the name of Jesus:  
 We identify with the mutual indwelling of Christ in our prayers. 

Our standing before God rests in Jesus Christ and praying in the name of Jesus  
is the way our prayers are heard.  

When we center our lives on Him and His teaching (obedience)  
   then we will be in His name in union with Him. 
We are to remain in Him, continue and dependent on Him  
“In the name of Jesus”, is an acknowledgment of the believer's position in Jesus 
and a reality that our prayers are heard as we approach the throne of grace. 
 

 We are in the act of absorbing and submitting to God’s Word in our prayers. 
To have His words remaining in them means to share His mind and His will.  
When we grow in conformity to Jesus and His teaching, obedient believers will 
be effective in their prayers since the prayers then will be spoken in accordance 
with God’s will.  Hunter, “Obedience helps us will and pray what Christ wills.” 
 

 We understand and reflect His character in our prayers. 
          We are to pray in keeping with His character and concerns and in union with Him. 

Our faithful conduct is congruent with and a product of our prayers  
 

We long to bring God’s glory and fame to His name in our prayers. 
My prayers are to be caught up into the agenda of Jesus, on doing God’s will  
and His glory.  My prayers focus on His purposes rather than my own selfish 
desires, but that which will bring God the most glory.  My prayer life is more 
concerned for the glory of God and the value of His name, not my selfishness.   

 
So how do I begin to ask what He would want and what Jesus would pray? 
      If you remain in Him and in His words, the promise of Jesus is that their prayers will be     
                answered because we will be asking only what He wills as revealed in Scripture. 



Have His words abiding in us: Praying Scripture. 
We tend to think of prayer and Bible reading as separate spiritual exercises.  First I pray, then I 
read the Bible.  I have found that combining the two into one exercise is one of the greatest 
ways to pray and the way we are called to pray.  When I spend time in the Bible, God truly talks 
to me and I hear His voice in sweet communion as I have Bible passages impressed on my 
soul.  There with Him, I have true communion and intimacy with the great Sovereign Lord as I 
bring God’s Word directly into my praying, I bring God’s Character and Power into my praying. 
I soon see that reading and praying the Bible my petitions, concerns and praises are lined up 
alongside the Will of God found in Scripture.  
 
1 John 5:14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God:  

that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 
 
 
Examples 
 
 Prosperity Gospel in the Amazon and Pastor Eber vs the Popular pastor from Brazil 

Do not compare that you don’t have a book with your building, rejoice that your name is written in 
the Lambs Book of Life, praying Ephesians 1:4-14 

Praying with Chad and in the hospital.     
As determined and sincere his faith was the object of this pastors faith was his 
words.  Yes we are to pray for healing Psalm 119:140    “Lord, this cancer is testing Your 

promises in the life of my friend who is ill, but You are faithful to every promise You’ve made to her. 
May Your servant love Your promises through this time of testing.” 

 
 
As you pray stand on the promises of God. 
Our prayers are to be fastened to God’s Word so that we are changed; we become obedient 
and pray His will.  When we intertwine our prayers with God’s Word we begin to see His 
answers more clearly. 

Psalm 3                   Psalm 30:8-12  Deuteronomy 31:8   
 
Joni Eareckson Tada   “Is there a need for finances? Yes, prayer for needed money is in order,  

but so is prayer for the rewards of Proverbs 15:17: “Better a meal of vegetables where 
there is love than a fattened calf with hatred.” How invigorating to pray, “Lord, financial 
blessing isn’t the focus; Your word says that love should be. May we learn to live on little 
if it means leaning harder on You, as well as each other.” 

  
This week, walk and pray in the name of Jesus. Remember, God’s word is alive, active and 
powerful. Pray scripture.  Pray Ps 103 
 
God has committed himself, his purpose, his character, his name, and his promise to prayer. 
His Holy Word becomes the basis, the foundation of our praying. 
 


